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Children’s Scrutiny Panel
29th July 2020

Meeting commenced: 2.00pm.
Meeting ended: 3.09pm

Present:
Councillor Brocklehurst – in the Chair

Councillors: Judith Collinson, Ari Leitner, Lewis Nelson, Mike Pevitt, Neil Reynolds, Madeline 
Wade, Ronnie Wilson

Co-opted Members: Dr Keith Archer, Jacqui Morrisey, Judith Elderkin.

Officers: 
Charlotte Ramsden - Strategic Director People
Liz Wright, Democratic Services – Clerk
Julie Honeybourne-Price - Housing Strategy – Admin Support Officer 

Members of the public:

 None
 Streamed as an audio meeting via Microsoft Team via Watch Live Council Meetings page on 

the city council website. 

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Councillor Hamilton, Councillor Joan Walsh and Councillor 
Merry.

2. Declaration of interests
There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting – dated 11th March 2020
Item 4a Foster Carers Update:  
 The update at the previous meeting had highlighted that although allowances had 

increased  the overall number of foster carers had not increased.  
 Charlotte Ramsden confirmed that although an improved package was now in place, 

applications were still low.  The recruitment and selection process would be refreshed from 
September and there would be an update in the autumn. 

 There had been a drop in applications since the onset of the Coronavirus pandemic and 
there were obvious concerns for potential applicants, who may be being put off applying 
whilst risk to health exist and restrictions are in place. 

Resolved:  That:
 an update on the foster carer recruitment strategy and foster carer applications would be 

made available in the autumn;
 the minutes of the meeting held on 11 March 2020 were approved as a true and correct 

record.

https://www.salford.gov.uk/your-council/watch-live-council-meetings/
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Resolved: That  an update on the progress of foster care applications and the refreshment of 
foster care recruitment will be fed back to the panel in the autumn.

4. Children’s Scrutiny Panel Membership
 There were currently five outstanding vacancies for the panel: two parent governors; 

Roman Catholic Diocese representative; Jewish representative; Free School 
Representative.

 An election was held for the two parent-governor vacancies went out for recruitment in 
February.  Unfortunately, there were no nominations received.  It advised that another 
election should be held in September once the schools had opened.   

 In terms of the faith group representatives, the clerk had approached the various 
representative groups, but nominations had not been forthcoming. The Chair, as a member 
of SACRE , would approach colleagues to see if nominations from the faith groups could be 
encouraged.  

 It was suggested that a representative from independent faith schools would be useful on 
the panel.  Information was requested on the percentage of these schools in Salford.

 It was suggested that the timings of the meetings could possibly the ability for those to join 
the panel.  The start time of meetings was to be discussed later in the meeting. 

Resolved That: 
a. the election for the parent governors would take place in September and the Chair 

would consult colleagues to encourage nominations for the faith group vacancies;
b. information was requested on the percentage of independent faith schools in Salford.

5. Work Programme Development
 The Chair had had one of his regular meetings with the Lead Member for Children and 

Young Peoples Services on and 02.07.20 and the focus of the meeting was a discussion 
about the work of the during panel during 2019/20 and the plans for the work of the panel 
for 2020/21, in the light of the impact of Covid19.

 The discussion resulted in the following proposals, which the panel members were asked to 
consider:
1. The council’s response to Covid19 in terms of schools and how the re-opening the 

larger groups and the full re-opening in September has/will be addressed;
2. The support for children’s well-being and the recovery curriculum (linked to the social 

and emotional support for children and young people);
3. The well being of Looked After Children and care leavers during Covid19;
4. A Route 29 review (currently on the work programme).

 There was a discussion about the importance of the re-opening of schools and the 
responsibility for it to be done safely for the staff and pupils and their families, as well as the 
wider community.  It was agreed that this was a priority for consideration by the panel and it 
was agreed that this would be the focus for the next meeting.

 The members also agreed that the other proposals were included in the work programme 
for 2020/21.  It was confirmed that the first regulation 44 inspection visit for Route 29 was 
due to take place and that once this was completed and the outcome was known, this 
would be a good time for a review of Route 29.

 The members reviewed the current work programme and it was agreed to continue with the 
review of accessing children and young people’s mental health services that was 
commenced last year and to continue with the regular updates from the Corporate 
Parenting Panel that were started last year.

 The Chair suggested linking items 3 and 4 with an update report from the Corporate 
Parenting Panel to be scheduled into the work programme.
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 It was agreed that Children’s Dental Health would be held in abeyance for the time being as 
the priority items were addressed.

 Councillor Collison suggested that Childhood Obesity should be included in the work 
programme and there was a discussion about the importance of tackling this for children’s 
health and in light of the Coronavirus pandemic and that being overweight and obese was a 
significant risk factor.  The importance of nutrition and healthy eating and was highlighted, 
in light of the extension of the provision of free school meals for  eligible children during the 
holidays.  The was proposed that this should be included in the work programme for 
October.

 The Chair highlighted the importance of retaining school performance in the work 
programme at the appropriate time.

 It was requested that the clerk update the work programme in time for circulation for the 
August meeting, so that it could be finalised and agreed at that meeting. 

Resolved That:
a. The next meeting in August would focus primarily on The council’s response to Covid19 

in terms of schools and how the re-opening the larger groups and the full re-opening in 
September matters prior to the opening of schools in September;

b. The review of access to children and young people’s mental health services to be 
continued to completion;

c. Items 3 and 4 of the proposals be combined in an update report from the Corporate 
Panel to be scheduled into the work programme;

d. Childhood obesity and nutrition be included in the work programme for the October 
meeting;

e. School performance data would be scheduled for the most appropriate meeting;
f. The clerk would update the work programme and circulate prior to the August meeting. 

meeting.

6. Any other business
There were no items of any other business.

7. Date, time of meetings

 7a.Review of meetings times 

 The members were asked to consider moving the start time of the meeting to the evening.  
This was raised at the Overview and Scrutiny Board, encouraging scrutiny pales to review 
the start time of meetings to accommodate members who worked during the day.

 The Chair had asked the clerk to consult the members on their preferences for either a 2pm 
or pm start time.

 10 members had replied to this indicative poll and the results were as follows:
o 4 members supported a 2pm start time
o 5 members supported a 6pm start time
o 1 member did not have a preference but indicted they would support a change to 6pm if 

there was an indication that most members supported this.  
 It was noted there was a small majority in the poll for a 6pm start time.  
 There was discussion about the options and the following points were raised:

o not all employers would allow volunteers reasonable time off during the day to attend 
panel meetings;

o it may be difficult for those with children or on shift patterns to attend a 6pm meeting;
o later meetings could make it easier to get independent members for the panel.
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 It was agreed by most of the panel to hold future meetings from 6pm (5:30pm pre-meeting)
 The meeting on 12th August would remain as a 2pm start to enable Cathy Starbuck to 

attend as she had provisionally booked it in her diary.
 Councillor Merry would be invited to attend the next meeting.
 Some co-opted members had experienced difficulties accessing the live Teams meeting. It 

was agreed to look at the exclusiveness and accessibility of accessing TEAMS meetings. 

Resolved: That: 

a. Future meetings (starting from September) would start at 6pm;
b. The support available to ensure independent members could access the live Teams 

meetings was investigated;
c. Councillor Merry was invited to the meeting on 12th August.

7b. Date and time of the next meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 12th August 2020 at 2pm, with a pre-
meeting for members starting at 1:30pm.


